Systematic clinical evaluation and correction procedures for support of removable partial dentures.
Support, retention, and bracing are the three main functions of a direct retainer in removable partial dentures (RPDs). RPDs must have sufficient supporting ability for proper occlusal rehabilitation. Support ability depends on the fit, size, shape, and location of the occlusal rest. Support cannot be adjusted chairside in most cases. The purpose of this article is to present systematic evaluation criteria for support in an RPD and to describe methods for adjusting cast clasps with improper support. Appropriate design of RPDs and preparation of abutments are also described.